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Assessment of Urban Comprehensive Parks at District Level Based

on Human’s Full Life Cycle

MENG Xing, SHEN Shiguang

(College of Landscape Architecture, Nanjing Forestry University)

Abstract: The effect assessment of urban parks is an important means to test the quality the green space of the
parks. After combing the concepts related to human’s full life cycle, this paper advanced an assessment system
for the effect of urban parks to address the recreational needs of people of different ages. The IPA analysis
method was employed to evaluate the importance of and people * s satisfaction with the two typical
comprehensive parks at district level in Nanjing. The results show that first, to a large extent, the two parks
cannot satisfy the needs of people in the full life cycle with high satisfaction of young and middle-aged people
but low satisfaction of the elderly as the Hexi Central Park is concerned. For Nanhu Park, the satisfaction of
the elderly is high, while the satisfaction of children is low. Secondly, Children and teenagers pay more
attention to the safety as well as the functions of the park in recreation and activity. Young and middle-aged
people attach importance to the landscape characteristics, user-experience and convenience of the park. The
elderly stresses the safety, convenience and sense of cohesion to the place. Third, overall, high satisfaction was
found with the two parks in terms of accessibility, convenience, environmental sanitation and greening, but low
satisfaction in safety and attractiveness to people of various ages. Therefore, in the construction of parks and
the development of green space, we should pay more attention to composite functionality, environmental
inclusiveness, landscape characteristics and the diversity of communication space. There should be various
intergenerational communication space to meet the needs of people in the full life cycle.

Key words: full life cycle; comprehensive park at district level; users of all ages; IPA analysis method;

optimization strategy
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